




iRRooTTaa

Grensgeval & Circus Katoen

 CC Palethe (Zinnezaal)

 Saturday 14:00

A mass of white ceramic balls overwhelms two acrobatic players. The balls are far from 

perfect: not quite round, just uneven, way too many. They roll around drumming, jump in all 

directions, suddenly bubble up in a mouth or stick irrevocably to the ceiling.

iRRooTTaa is a stimulating auditory and visual circus performance for everyone from the 

age of 4. It is an ode to the ‘drop’, an invitation not to keep all the balls in the air. Because 

sometimes just falling is full of new possibilities. Failure is allowed. The rules change too. 

Because who knows, playing life might just become a lot more fun if we can let it slip 

through our fi ngers every now and then.

Hanne Vandersteene (concept), Mahlu Mertens (concept) Sophie van der Vuurst de Vries 

(concept & play), Willem Balduyck (concept & play), Liza Van Brakel (play), Keivin Benavides 

Hidalgo (play)

With the support of the Flemish Community, Miramiro, PERPLX, Circuswerkplaats 

Dommelhof, C-TAKT, Musica Impulscentrum, Perpodium, Tax Shelter & Cirque Théâtre Elbeuf.
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Our Solo

ECCE / Etienne Guilloteau, Claire Croizé & Aisha Orazbayeva

 CC Palethe (Zinnezaal)

 Saturday 15:30  

Everywhere the dear earth

Blossoms in spring and grows green again!

Everywhere and forever the distance shines bright and blue! Forever, and forever... 

Our Solo is a trip that goes back to the past and to the memories of it. In the performance, 

elements from various pieces from the repertoire of Croizé and Guilloteau are ‘recycled’, such 

as ‘The Farewell’, a solo by Croizé from 2009 based on the sixth and fi nal movement (Der 

Abschied) of Gustav Mahler’s Das Lied von der Erde. 

To the sounds of poppy English lyrics - set to music by violinist Aisha Orzabayeva - Our Solo 

sounds and looks like a heart-warming musical dance dialogue full of hope... She off ers an 

antidote that makes us transcend our fear of loneliness and, in all simplicity and vulnerability, 

provides new connections.

Claire Croizé  (choreography & dance), Etienne Guilloteau (choreography), Aisha Orazbayeva 

(composition) 

ECCE vzw, in coproduction with STUK, Kaaitheater and Perpodium, with support from the 

Flemish Community and Tax Shelter from the Belgian Federal Government.
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Across the Distance

Korpus Kwartet & amateurhoornisten

	 Het Klankenbos 

	 Saturday 18:00

Amateur horn players perform the composition Across the Distance by the American 

composer (and environmental activist) John Luther Adams, accompanied by the Korpus 

Horn Quartet. He wrote the composition in 2015, for one or more groups of 8 horns. After 

two extensive rehearsals, Across the Distance will be heard in Het Klankenbos. The horn is the 

natural instrument par excellence. The natural tones it produces are untempered, acoustically 

perfect intervals, grounded in the natural harmonic series. 

During the course of the performance, the players spread out in the space and mingle with 

the audience, which is free to move among the performers. In this way, the sounds of nature 

spread throughout the space and, embracing the audience, are brought out into the wide 

world.

With many thanks to all participating horn players. 

Korpus Kwartet [Reindert Geirnaert, Guillaume Michiels, Jonathan van der Beek, Jason 

Enuset] (accompaniment & horn),  John Luther Adams (composition) 

In the context of Sounds Now, co-financed by the Creative Europe program of the European 

Union.
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that which is heard, that which is remembered pt. 1

Aurélie Nyirabikali Lierman

 Dommelhof (Zwarte doos)

 Saturday 19:00

The audience is welcome to settle down between the intimate quadraphonic setup for a 

cappella duet, shruti box and speakers. Almost by chance, Aurélie discovered the simple and 

complex beauty of the shruti box: a small and compact, centuries-old organ, and perhaps an 

acoustic precursor of the modular analogue synthesizer. Together with Denis Wouters she 

makes the bellows of the shruti box work like a mechanical lung. In this way they bring the 

shruti box to life and interweave endless harmonies and textures that resonate like a musical 

loom, with the voice always as the common thread.

Aurélie Nyirabikali Lierman (composition & execution), Denis Wouters (execution) 

Coproduction of Musica Impulscentrum & Overtoon.

Dead Plants & Living Objects

Pierre Berthet & Rie Nakajima

 Dommelhof (Foyer)

 Saturday 20:30

In their performances, Rie Nakajima and Pierre Berthet make frequent use of rather banal 

objects and objects that they fi nd in the environment of the exhibition space, which they 

then use in a minimalist way to sonically transform the space.

One way to get closer to the interior of objects is to listen to them. So much so that 

eventually you even want to encourage them to produce sounds and resonate in diff erent 

ways. During this surprising performance, the artists also enter into dialogue with the shishi-

odoshi (see p.9) which can be seen and heard as a temporary installation during the festival.

Pierre Berthet (concept & execution), Rie Nakajima (concept & execution)
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Zones de profondeurs

Art Zoyd Studios

 Dommelhof (Atrium)

 Saturday 22:00 

With his new creation Zones de Profondeurs, the Polish-French composer and bassist Kasper 

T. Toeplitz explores a musical form that is both concert and installation: in an ‘other’ place, 

where the usual separation between stage and hall, between audience and performers, 

is lifted. The two are on the same level, close to each other. The listening conditions are 

changed by the ‘island’ arrangement of the instruments and speakers, and the spatialization 

of the sound. In a dim, semi-dark room, fragments of electronic images and fl ashes of light 

glitter, like instruments in themselves, albeit silently. Be welcome in this special space where 

your senses can fl oat to your heart’s content!

Kasper T. Toeplitz (Composition, e-bas & projections), Didier Casamitjana (percussion), Brice 

Catherin (celli), Gilles Paté (video-immersion), Sophie Lepoutre (lightdesign), Zak Cammoun 

(sound projection), Oudom Southammavong & Patrick Delges (electronics)

Art Zoyd Studios, in coproduction with Le Phénix Scène Nationale de Valenciennes, with 

support of l’Espace Pasolini, Centre Henri Pousseur, La Drac Hauts-de-France, Conseil 

Régional Hauts-de-France, Valenciennes Métropole,Ville de Valenciennes and Ministère de la 

Culture.
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La Floresta 

Hans Beckers

 Visitor center Hageven 

 Sunday 10:00

In La Floresta, Hans Beckers investigates the relationship between people, nature and 

technology. How do we experience silence in this technological age? How can we connect 

with our environment through listening? La Floresta is a sound ceremony in which every step 

contributes to a more conscious and receptive sensory experience. The ceremony starts with 

a short listening walk in the Hageven. In the subsequent performance, the musicians enter 

into dialogue with sound sculptures that go back to the roots of music, with materials that 

man used in his earliest expressions. A deep sensory experience guaranteed!

Hans Beckers (production, concept, installation, composition & execution), Nathan Daems 

(tenor sax, kaval and ney), Indrė Jurgelevičiūtė (song en kanklės), techniek Gregor Van 

Mulders (technics), Danny Vandeput (metalwork)

In coproduction with Concertgebouw Brugge, Klarafestival, Werkplaats Walter, STUK, Zonzo 

Compagnie, iii. Support by Roskot werkplaats, Les Ateliers Claus. With the support of the 

Flemish Government.

La Floresta



RrrRrrrrRrrrrrrrr

Wannes Deneer & Yinka Kuitenbrouwer

 KANL (Toonzaal)

 Sunday 11:00 

As the onomatopoetic title suggests, vibration is central in RrrRrrrrRrrrrrrrr. Everyday objects 

are stacked and made to vibrate using amplifi cation equipment. Depending on the physical 

properties of those objects (material, size, weight, etc.), certain frequencies are amplifi ed 

more or less. This creates new pitches and rhythms. The result is a rich and multicolored 

palette of resonances. 

RrrRrrrrRrrrrrrrr is an invitation to listen to the sound of everyday objects that may not have 

been conceived as a musical instrument, but become one in this artistic context.

 After the performance you can get started with   

 vibrations and everyday objects.    

 Dries Janssen’s workshop is freely accessible   

 from 12:00 -  17:00, open to all ages.

Yinka Kuitenbrouwer (text & play), Wannes Deneer (sound, image & play), Marie Peeters 

(dramaturgy), Suze Milius (play advice), Toon Callier (musical advice), Sven Roofthooft (decor 

advice), Wim Muyllaert (costume)

Matter of Sound, in coproduction with Concertgebouw Brugge and C-TAKT, with the support 

of Vincent Company, c o r s o, De Grote Post and the Flemish Community.
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tegen-draads 

Kunstacademie Noord-Limburg (KANL)

 Dommelhof (Atrium)

 Sunday 13:00 & 13:45 

Students from KANL present their own artistic mycelium under the guidance of Koen 

Evens, Stijn Lauwers and Luc Morren. In a unique performance they create a network of 

relationships and interact with each other using music, games, dance and images. The 

choices made, the decisions and mistakes, make the whole thing rise far beyond the limits of 

each individual. 

This performance is inspired by the theme of the installation FUNGI (see p.11), which can 

be found in Het Klankenbos. The complex network of fungal threads, called mycelium, is 

one of the oldest living networks. In nature, almost all plant species interact with fungi. It is 

a dynamic relationship, an interplay in which we listen to each other and respond to each 

other. Curious what this artistic mycelium looks like?

Thanks to all participating students of Kunstacademie Noord-Limburg together with Koen 

Evens (music), Stijn Lauwers (image) & Luc Morren (dance). 
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Karakuri

Zonzo Compagnie

 Dommelhof (Zwarte doos)

 Sunday 14:30

Welcome to Karakuri, the world where movement becomes sound. A woman appears in a 

room full of metal objects. Is she real or is she a doll? Does she move herself, does she hang 

on invisible strings or is there a mechanism inside her? On her journey through space, sound 

is created, rhythms resound and melodies become audible. Until suddenly the space seems 

to answer and takes on a life of its own. Who steers? Who follows? Is movement music or is it 

the other way around?

In this family performance for everyone aged 5 and over, Japanese percussionist Aya 

Suzuki appears alone on stage. Architect, musician and sound artist Toon Quanten created 

a wonderful world of musical automatons for her. Choreographer Femke Gyselinck (GRIP) 

interweaves music and movement into a wonderful whole.

Aya Suzuki (play), Femke Gyselinck (choreography), Toon Quanten (Decor and sound 

installation), Nel Maertens (Costume), Tom Pauwels (Musical advice)

Zonzo Compagnie, in coproduction with Concertgebouw Brugge, Needcompany, STUK & 

Perpodium, i.s.m. Ictus Ensemble, with support from the Tax Shelter of the Belgian Federal 

Government via Cronos Invest.

In a Large Open Space

Karakur ©
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Nadar Ensemble & The Royal Conservatoire Antwerp

 Sint-Niklaas Church

 Sunday 17:30

The OORtreders festival will conclude on Sunday with a performance of the work In a large, 

open Space by the American composer James Tenney (1934-2006). In the large open space 

of the Sint-Niklaas Church, the musicians are spread out throughout the room. The audience 

can move freely in the space and through the music. The compositional material of the work 

is limited: it consists of 32 notes of a natural harmonic series from which each player chooses. 

Each selected tone is held for 30 to 60 seconds. The performer then chooses another note 

from the series. With each performance the work is created anew, always in a diff erent way.

James Tenney (composition),  Nadar Ensemble, Aart Strootman, Students from The Royal 

Conservatoire Antwerp (execution), Thomas Moore & Pieter Matthynssens (artistic leader)

In the context of Sounds Now, co-fi nanced by the Creative Europe program of the European 

Union.
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PARALLEL TO THE FESTIVAL
 

Sounds Now 
Musica Impulscentrum is part of Sounds Now, a network of 9 European music festivals and 

arts centers that promote contemporary music, experimental music and sound art. The core 

theme of Sounds Now is the way in which curation reproduces the same patterns of power 

and exclusion that are dominant at all levels of our societies. The network aims to actively 

promote inclusion in the field, thereby opening up the capacity and opportunity for different 

experiences, circumstances and perspectives in shaping the sonic art that reaches audiences 

today.

Curating Diversity Course
One of the tools that the partners are developing are so-called Curating Labs. These 

processes bring experienced curators together with the participants, usually local music or 

sound artists from outside the world of ‘new music’.

The Curating Diversity Course will take place parallel to the OORtreders Festival. This 

initiative is organized by Musica Impulscentrum within the Sounds Now project and poses 

questions such as: How do you reach a new audience? Who do you serve as a trustee? What 

does curating mean in our time? What is the importance of inclusion in curating practice? 

Emerging curators enter into dialogue about topical questions and thus reflect on their 

role within art and society. This intensive program is tailor-made for aspiring music curators 

between 22 and 27 years old. This intensive program runs from October 15th to 20th, 2024 

and gives participants the tools and insights needed to curate the Up and Coming 

happening during the Spring is in the air festival in Concertgebouw 

Brugge on March 22, 2025. The participants are guided in the 

workshops and reflection sessions by experts meLê yamomo 

and Irene Revell.
Certain OORtreders 

performances have 

been specially 

programmed in the 

context of Sounds Now 

or were realized in part 

thanks to Sounds Now. 
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Symposium 
The two-day Sounds Now Symposium will take place on October 19 and 20. This symposium 

marks the impact of fi ve years of research into ‘curating diversity’. Special attention is paid 

to refl ecting on the achievements and thinking about the future of curatorial practices in 

new music and sound art. The program includes keynotes, panel discussions and listening 

sessions to spark meaningful conversations and exchanges. The symposium can be attended 

for free on Saturday afternoon in Pelt. It takes place on Sunday morning in STUK Leuven 

during Transit Festival. 

More info on this project can be found at sounds-now.eu
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LOCATIONS 

Accessibility festival locations

• Theatergebouw Dommelhof, Toekomstlaan 5B

• Het Klankenbos, Toekomstlaan 5B

• CC Palethe, Jeugdlaan 2

• Bezoekerscentrum Hageven, Tussenstraat 10 

• Academie KANL, Toekomstlaan 9

• Sint-Niklaaskerk, Kerkstraat 9

The walking distance from Provinciaal Domein Dommelhof en CC Palethe is about 2,5 km or 

30 minutes.

FOOD & DRINKS 
On and around the site:

• Bar Theater Building Dommelhof: open before and after performances

• Eetcafé Scoutsrally: brasserie with large terrace

• Bakkerij Puts: bakery at 2 min walk from Dommelhof

• Come-Back-Pelt: Artisan sandwiches at 5 min from Dommelhof

Brasserie-restaurant in Pelt:

• Brasserie Central: typical Belgian dishes, brasserie/restaurant

• Au Bain Marie: typical Belgian dishes, restaurant

• Pastabar Novo: diverse pasta dishes

• The Saloon Grill: spareribs etc.

• Petite Source: gastronomic restaurant, reservation recommended

• Odiziana: pizza & Italian dishes in western/mafiosi setting

• De Maderij: eating bar, mainly for lunch (closed on sunday)

• Het Poermenneke: Belgian Fries

• Frituur ‘t Patatje: a tasty Belgian snackbar

Take away in Pelt:

• Yammie’s Broodjesbar Pelt: diverse warm and cold sandwiches

• Broodjes De Dommel: diverse sandwiches, caterer (closed on Sunday)

• Patisserie Kwanten Vanesch: best pastries and sandwiches in the area

• De Potter: great ice cream parlour

PRACTICAL	
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V.U. Wouter Van Looy, Musica Impulscentrum vzw, Provinciaal Domein Dommelhof, 

Toekomstlaan 5B, 3910 Pelt, België, info@musica.be, www.musica.be 
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